THE UPBEAT
Franklin Central Bands
A Tradition of Excellence!
August 2018
What a summer! Band Camp was a
tremendous success and our students and
staff have put in a lot of hard work. This
season is going to be one to remember!
In this edition of “The Upbeat” ~
Welcome Mr. Derek Ellinger,
Associate Director of Bands.
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fcbands.org - Have you visited the new
website for your FC Bands?
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Updates on the Car Wash and Golf Outing
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Are you ready for marching band season?
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Band Kids - They Get the Job Done.
A. Hamilton

Join in the fun with Shawn!
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Camp is the Best!
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Thank you Sponsors!
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Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination, and life to everything.
Plato
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Meet Derek Ellinger - Our New
Associate Band Director!
I was born in Chicago, Illinois. My family
moved to Fishers, Indiana when I was in
4th grade where I went on to graduate from
Hamilton Southeastern High School. I then
attended Ball State University, graduating
with a Bachelor's Degree in Instrumental
Music Education. I began my teaching
career at Waldron Jr/Sr High School, where
I spent two years as the band director for
grades 6-12. My first band had only 14
students in it! I then spent 4 years as the
Director of Bands at Mt. Vernon High
School in Fortville, Indiana. During this
time, the band showed rapid growth and earned many accomplishments. I accepted the
position as the Associate Director of Bands at FCHS in the summer of 2018. I was married
this past June to Abby, who is a band director in the Clark-Pleasant (Whiteland HS) school
district. I have an amazing, genius, beautiful 5-year old daughter, Ava Marie!
I LOVE 'The Office', 'Rules of Engagement', 'Seinfeld', and 'Star Wars' (I will go toe-to-toe with
anyone on Star Wars trivia...and win!). I love almost all genres of music, but I find myself
always going back to funk. I love all foods except raw cucumbers and radishes. In 2008, I
earned a DCI World Championship (and beat Mr. Cooper) as a member of the Phantom
Regiment Drum & Bugle Corps. When I am not teaching, I write music, play 'Fortnite' (Save
the World...not Battle Royale!), read band director books, watch a lot of Netflix, answer a lot
of emails, and play a whole lot of other video games. Basically...I am one cool dude...said no
one ever...
My passion for teaching stems from my desire to instill "excellence as a lifestyle" in my
students. With the right drive, knowledge, and passion, I firmly believe anyone can
accomplish anything within reason. Using music as the vehicle, I want my students to learn
how to succeed. I want my students to graduate high school ready to take on any challenge
they face by choice or by circumstance. I am very glad to be a part of the Franklin Central
Performing Arts staff and I am very excited for the opportunities that await in the 2018-19
school year!

~ Mums Sale August 10 - 30. Pick up on September 11 ~
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The New Website is Here!
The New Website is Here!

Rehearsal Schedule
This Week:
Aug 2 (Thur) 6 - 9pm
All Band
Aug 3 (Fri) 1:30 - 4:30pm
All Band
Aug 4 (Sat) 9am - 4pm
Button Photos - 7am - 8:45am
In the Band Room!! Donuts for the first
50 students!!

Rehearsal Schedule
Beginning August 6:
After a long hot summer, the wait is
finally over! The new Band Website
has arrived! If you want to know all
things related to band, you will find
it at fcbands.org.
Need information about upcoming
rehearsals? Or where the next band
invitational will be? Or information
on how to reach Band Booster
Board members? You’ll find it all at
fcbands.org.
But we know how busy you are, so
here’s a quick peek at the rehearsal
schedule for the remainder of this
week, along with the rehearsal
schedule for the weeks to come!

•

Monday – Sectionals
3:30 – 6:30pm
Section Leaders will coordinate
exact times

•

Tuesday – Band 3:30 – 6:30pm,
Guard 5 - 9pm,
Percussion 6 - 9pm

•

Wednesday – No rehearsal

•

Thursday – Whole Band
6 – 9pm

•

Friday – Whole Band
1:30 – 4:30pm
Schedule continued on next page
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Schedule continued from previous page:

•

When we have a home
football game, the pickup
time for students is 10pm.

•. Saturdays - Tentative – Whole
Band Rehearsal, 9am – 4pm
OR
Competition Day –
ALL DAY– Itinerary will be
published.
•

Sunday – No rehearsal

August Halftime Shows:
•
•

Aug 24 - vs. Roncalli
Aug 31 - vs. Brownsburg

To see additional dates for
Performance and Competition
Schedules, just click on the
link: fcbands.org

Workin’ at the Car Wash!
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What an incredible job the students and
parents did on a rainy windy day in July
to make our Car Wash a success! Sure,
the weather made our tasks a bit more
challenging, but we still had fun, and
we’ve proven once again that band kids
are tough!
We had some great people stop by to
support us with donations and offer a
kind word. It was great to see past band
alums bringing their cars by for a wash,
and to catch up with friends. A few
customers even requested a car wash
while it was raining!
But in spite of the less than favorable
conditions, we still managed to bring in
$2075!
Not bad for a rainy day car wash!
Well done everyone!

Thank you to our Car Wash
location sponsors,
Flashbacks,
Murphy’s Pubhouse,
and Chicago’s Pizza.
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1st Annual Golf Outing
a Success!
Unlike the day of the car wash, the
weather for the golf outing was excellent!
Fifteen golfers gathered at the Smock
golf course in Greenwood for the
inaugural event. The day was filled with
great food, prizes, and we’re sure, some
of the best golf shots ever made. Each
participant thoroughly enjoyed playing
for such a worthy cause (our band kids!)
and plans are underway to make next
year’s golf outing even bigger and better.
Thanks to our participants and sponsors,
Flooring is Forever, Integrity Metals,
Flying W Trophies, and the FC HS
Administration, the event brought in
$1319 for the band!
Nice work!!

fcbands.org
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Are you ready?
There are many topics covered on
the new band website, and we
hope that you will begin to use the
sight as your primary source for
any questions you may have
regarding the FC band program.
Of course you can always reach
out to a Band Booster Board
member with any questions. You
will find all of those email
addresses on the website, under
“Information”. Then click
“Boosters”.
Also be sure to sign up for
REMIND on your phone, for the
latest text announcements.
Click this link and scroll to the
REMIND instructions:
https://www.fcbands.org/
marching-band.html
While you are there, you can also
find information on the entire band
season schedule, medical and
commitment forms, information on
how to order band jackets (which
make great gifts!), AND
information for the end of the
season band banquet.

At fcbands.org, on the top line, you will
find many of the answers to your
questions.
Under Information:
Scrip
Kroger
Amazon Smile
New Student Registration
Fundraising
Boosters
Under Bands:
Directors
Band Handbook
Marching Band
Under Volunteer:
You can sign up for
Volunteer Background
Checks. Click here:
https://ftcsc.org/safevisitor/
Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteer Survey

Spend some time on the website and let
us know how we can make it even more
efficient for you.
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Hey Look! Another
Great Opportunity!
It’s that time of year. We are working on props for
the exciting new program, “The Pretender”.
Pictured is our Props Lead Parent Shawn Graf
disassembling props from last season. Shawn
doesn’t want to steal all of the glory. Here are a few
available opportunities he might let some other
parents assist with!
Tearing down old props
Removing old vinyl from panels
Replacing wheels on panels
Replacing a wheel on a sound board cart
Elevating the keyboard box to waist level
Installing new vinyl on panels
Loading and Unloading trucks for competitions
Pushing percussion equipment at competitions
And we need to replace the forklift
We welcome all band parents to contribute, but
often have to turn people away once there are
enough helpers. We suggest that you get involved
immediately to secure the opportunity to push a
prop onto the field at Lucas Oil Stadium in October!
It’s quite a rush!
All volunteers need to complete the Safe Visitor
background check before participating. This is
required by the school system. Click here:
https://ftcsc.org/safevisitor/
You may contact Shawn at proplead@fcbands.org
Or, you may fill out our volunteer form on the
website:
https://www.fcbands.org/volunteer.html
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Band Camp 2018!
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Thank you to our
sponsors!
And thank you
for supporting them!

fcbands.org

