THE UPBEAT
FRANKLIN CENTRAL BANDS
A Tradition of Excellence!
October 2018
We’re on a roll now! After two exciting BOA performances in

Ohio a couple of weeks ago, you can feel the positive momentum
for the FC Marching Flashes! There’s no stopping us now!
In this edition of “The Upbeat” The New Uniforms Fundraiser!
A Special Individual Fundraising Opportunity.
Mark Your Calendars!
Rockin’ Out at BOA!
Financial Planning!
Senior Spotlight!
September Was a Very Busy Month!
Thank You Sponsors!

Time for a New Look!
October Marching Band Uniform Donation Campaign
◦

The band department received an unbelievable gift from the school system
when they donated half the $70,000 cost of the new marching band
uniforms. We must raise the remaining $35,000 or as much of that as
possible. To raise this amount, the band is partnering with a company that
administers donation campaigns, Snap Raise. Snap has a reputation for
delivering results for sports teams, bands, and clubs. Snap is currently
running donation campaigns in about every high school in our area and
several groups at Franklin Central High School.

◦

Our campaign director from Snap met with the band directors and students
October 2nd and 4th to take pictures and videos for the website used to
promote the donations. In these meetings the Snap campaign director
asked the students to gather a list of email addresses for family, friends,
and businesses you frequent. Snap will send four emails during the four
week campaign promoting the campaign website. Families are encouraged
to share the website on social media. We want to maximize the number of
people that know about this worthy cause.

◦

On the donations website, the amounts requested will be divided into
donation levels. A uniform costs $500. Will someone be able to cover the
cost of one entire uniform? Other Donation Levels: Jacket ($250), Hat and
Plume ($100), Pants ($50) or Gauntlets and Gloves ($25).

◦

How much do we expect to collect? We expect everyone to promote this to
the best of their imaginations, capacities, and abilities. Let's be creative and
let the results reflect our efforts.

◦

The new uniforms will be arriving any day!

◦

Please send questions and suggestions to Travis Sears,
vpwaysandmeans@fcbands.org

A Great Way to Assist Many!
November Ornament Sale
◦

The Christmas ornament presented at the last parent meeting received
overwhelming positive feedback. The decoration is handmade by an
organization that teaches job skills and employs over 100 people in the African
country of Swaziland. The profits earned by the organization fund an
orphanage at the same location that rescues abandoned infants and children in
Swaziland.

◦

This is a fundraiser for EVERY band student. This is something in which every
student will want to participate. The purpose is to give everyone the opportunity
to pay for band fees and give the indoor percussion and winter guard students
a way to start funding their student accounts before their seasons begin.

◦

The ornament will sell for $15. The student's band account will receive $8 per
item sold.

◦

The sale will begin on Monday, November 12 and finish on Friday, November
30. This will allow families to sell during the Thanksgiving holiday.

◦

The supplier will ship the items in bundles of ten prior to the sale. Participating
students will be given a bundle of ten. We've estimated that we will sell at least
500, but will have the option to order more if the demand is sufficient. We
expect everyone to maximize opportunities to advertise this sale and give
everyone we know a chance to make a difference in the lives of people we'll
never meet AND help us to make band participation more affordable. Students
will return unsold items and a check for the unreturned quantity.

◦

Please send questions and suggestions to Travis Sears,
vpwaysandmeans@fcbands.org.
See next page for a photo of the beautiful ornaments!

Our November Fundraiser Serving Two Great Causes!

Mark Your Calendars!
ISSMA Regionals - 10/13
A Return to Center Grove
BOA - “Bands of America” - 10/19 & 10/20
Indianapolis Super Regional, Lucas Oil Stadium
The band will perform at 3:00 p.m. on the 19th.
If (when) we make Semi-Finals, we will perform
on Saturday. Time to be determined.
Potential Events!
ISSMA Semi State - 10/27 at Ben Davis H.S.
ISSMA State Finals - 11/3 at Lucas Oil
A Definite Event Marching Band Banquet!
11/20, 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Valle Vista, 755 E. Main Street, Greenwood

Congratulations FC Marching
Flashes on making the Finals at
BOA for the first time in school
history!

On Our Way!
Excellent Work at BOA!

Band Parents Rock! Here are just “some”
of the jobs that our parents cover!

Thank you to all of our awesome parents!

Movin’ on to the

Evening Performance!

Top Ten! Show Time!

Well Done Everyone!

A Few Thoughts on Band Fees and Fundraisers
We know that participating in the band programs can be financially challenging
and we understand that life can interrupt scheduled plans. When families
encounter unexpected circumstances that create financial challenges, our band
program is open to consulting with those families on how to best maintain their
commitment for covering band fees. All band fees for the 2018 season were due
on September 11th.
Our goal is to create a band program that enriches the lives of our students, and
creates an environment where they can learn the value of initiative, persistence,
and teamwork. Our band program’s success is the result of hard work put forth
by not only the current students and parents, but also from the contributions of
past students and their parents. That success and sense of community pride in
the FC Band program can only continue with the consistent participation from
all current, and future, band students and their parents.
Though fundraising may not be listed as a top ten way for families to spend
their free time, it certainly can provide financial assistance that could be used to
cover a portion, if not all, of the band fees. Fundraisers can be a great way to
encourage family and friends to participate in and support an organization that
is highly beneficial to their student.
If you have issues or concerns regarding the payment of your band fees, we ask
that you contact our Band Booster Treasurer, Beth Simon, at
treasurer@fcbands.org. Beth will be happy to discuss the possibility of a revised
payment plan for band fees.
Likewise, if you are looking for fundraising opportunities to offset band fees, we
encourage you to visit the band webpage, at fcbands.org, or contact Travis Sears
with any fundraising questions, at vpwaysandmeans@fcbands.org.
With everyone participating our program will continue to thrive.
Thank you for being a part of our FC Band Family and for addressing this
important matter.
The FC Band Booster Board

Senior Spotlight!
Madi Campbell
- What Instrument do you play?
“In marching band and indoor percussion I play
the marimba. In Wind Ensemble I play a variety
of percussion instruments - snare drum,
marimba, xylophone, vibraphone, timpani, and
bass drum. I really enjoy being in percussion
because I have the opportunity to become
skilled at many different instruments.”
- What is your favorite food?
“My favorite food is waffles with strawberries.”
- What has been one of your best memories of
being in band?
“One of my best memories from band is from
this past indoor season when we placed 5th in
WGI World Championships. That was one of the
best feelings ever.”
- What are your future career or college plans?
“I plan on attending IUPUI to major in biology.
I later want to go to medical school to become
an anesthesiologist or a surgeon.”

Senior Spotlight!
Mackenzie Couch
- Nickname - “Big Mac”

- With what Color Guard equipment do you
perform?
“I spin flag, rifle, and sabre in marching band.
I have danced and competed in competitive
dance for 14 years, and have participated in
color guard for 3 years.
In Winter Guard, my biggest challenge is rifle.
Rifle takes a lot of upper body strength, which
I am working on building up.
In Wind Symphony I play clarinet.”
- What is your favorite food?
“My favorite food is Pasta.”
- What has been one of your best memories of
being in band?
“My best memories of being in band are from
meeting so many new people and making so
many new friends. My favorite memory is
when the winer guard found out that we had
made State for the first time.”
- What are your future career or college plans?
“I plan on attending beauty school after high
school to do hair and cosmetology.”

Senior Spotlight!
Reece Heald
- What Instrument do you play?
“I play mellophone in marching band,
french horn in concert band, and do Visual
for Indoor Percussion.”
- What is your favorite food?
“My favorite food is mac and cheese.”
- What has been one of your best memories of
being in band?
“My junior year we won 5th place in WGI, and
placed ahead of Avon and Center Grove for our
show ‘Beyond’.”
- What are your future career or college plans?
“ I plan on going to college to major in
computer science with software
engineering and minor in computer
science with networking. I also plan to own
my own turtle and tortoise farm.”

Senior Spotlight!
Taylor Vachon
- What Instrument do you play?
“In Marching Band, Wind Ensemble, and
Jazz Band I play Bari saxophone. For an
upcoming Halloween concert I will play
Tenor and Soprano saxophones as well.”
- What is your favorite food?
“I tend to enjoy food that I’m not allergic to like
gluten free cake, gluten free pasta, and
gluten free pizza.”
- What has been one of your best memories of
being in band?
“My favorite band memories so far have been
competition days and getting the chance to
perform our show in front of lots of other
band nerds.”
- What are your future career or college plans?
“I want to study history and political science
and hopefully become a US Senator.”

Visit fcbands.org

A Few More Photos From A Busy
September!

The Homecoming Parade, Hosting
Our Future Marching Flashes,

Bandcoming, and a Recruiting Trip
to Middle School East were a few
events that kept us moving!

How much do you think they will eat?

They ate a lot

Homecoming 2018!

Time to Party!
Bandcoming 2018!

The Middle School East Performance Was Well Received!

Thank You To Our
Awesome Sponsors!!

